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PURPOSE OF THE DOCUMENT

The intention of this Background Information Document (BID) is to inform interested
and/or affected parties (I&APs) about the proposed application for Environmental
Authorisation and the upcoming Basic Assessment (BA) and General Authorisation (GA)
processes for the proposed Kayamandi Northern Extension Water Supply Pipe and
Reservoir (the Project). The proposed Project is located approximately 3 km north west
of Stellenbosch town, Stellenbosch Municipality in the Western Cape province.

The Stellenbosch Municipality is proposing to apply for environmental authorisation (EA)
from the competent authority, the Western Cape Department of Environmental Affairs
and Development Planning (DEADP) for the proposed Project.

A BA process must be undertaken to support the application for EA. This BA process will
be undertaken in terms of Government Notice Regulations (GNR) No. 982, 983 and 985
of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations (2014), as amended on 7 April
2017. The EIA Regulations (2014) as amended, were promulgated in terms of the
National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998), as amended
(NEMA). This BA process will follow the requirements listed in Section 19-20 and
Appendix 1 of GNR 982 of the EIA Regulations (2014), as amended.

The water use(s) will be registered in terms of a GA according to Section 39 of the
National Water Act, 1998 (No. 36 of 1998) (NWA). The Water Use Authorisation Authority
is the Berg – Olifants Proto Catchment Management Agency (CMA) for approval of the
water use(s) in terms of the NWA following the detailed design phase of the project.

As an I&AP, you are invited to engage in this BA process by submitting your comments to
the project team. Your participation will help in identifying potential environmental and
social impacts to be assessed as part of the BA process.

Catherine Smith from AECOM (Pty) Ltd (AECOM) has been appointed as the independent
Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) for the management of the BA process
and submission of the GA. Please provide your inputs to the following EAP
representative:

Phindile Mashau
AECOM

Tel: 012 421 3894
Fax: 012 421 3501

Post: P.O. Box 3173, Pretoria, 0001
Email: Phindile.Mashau@aecom.com

The public participation process gives you the opportunity to:

✓ Get clear, accurate and understandable information about the proposed Project, as
well as the expected social and environmental impacts it may have.

✓ Voice your concerns and to raise questions about the BA and GA process for the
proposed project.

✓ Suggest ways for reducing or mitigating any negative impacts of the proposed
project, and for potentially increasing its benefits.

✓ Provide the applicant, the Stellenbosch Municipality, with an opportunity to consider
the needs, preferences and values of yourself and your fellow I&APs in their decisions.

✓ Be involved in the sharing of information, which forms the backbone of public
participation and offers you the chance to become actively involved in the project
from the outset.

✓ Fully understand the intention of the environmental investigation, as your input
ensures that all relevant issues are considered in the BA and GA process .

✓ Influence the decision-making process by the competent authority, DEADP and Berg
–Olifants Proto CMA, by ensuring that they have all relevant information at hand.

BENEFITS OF REGISTERING 

As a registered I&AP you are entitled to the following:

✓ Invitations to public events.

✓ Information on the project.

✓ An opportunity to participate in the BA and GA processes.

✓ Access to information and reports that are available for public comment.

HOW TO REGISTER

To register and be involved you should do the following:

✓ Respond to the relevant newspaper advertisements.

✓ Complete and submit the comment sheet included in the BID.

✓ Provide us with your contact details via telephone, fax or e-mail. This is so that we
may get in touch with you in relation to the processes.

✓ Attend the public participation events. This provides you with a one-on-one
opportunity to engage with the EAP’s project team and Applicant representatives
about the project and the processes.
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A comprehensive and independent BA process identifies and assesses possible
impacts associated with the proposed Project, and provides mitigation measures to
reduce the anticipated negative impacts and enhance the positive ones. It also
contains recommendations regarding the conditions under which the DEADP should
grant or refuse EA for the proposed project. Importantly, the BA process requires a
comprehensive public participation process (PPP).

The BA process has will commence in the near future with the submission of an
application form to the DEADP. The process that follows is reflected in the flowchart
below. We are currently at the steps shown in green and marked with a *. The next steps
in the process are as follows:
1. The BA Report is to be compiled, inclusive of specialist studies and an

Environmental Management Programme (EMPr).
2. An application for EA will be submitted to the DEADP.
3. You will be given an opportunity to comment on the Draft BA Report, which will be

made available to all I&APs for a period of 30 calendar days.
4. The Draft BA Report will be revised to include and address your comments, and a

Final BA Report will be submitted to the DEADP for its consideration.
5. The DEADP reviews the documents and makes a decision regarding the Project.

The DEADP’s decision will be to grant or refuse EA, under specific conditions.
6. The decision reached by DEADP will be made available to all registered I&APs for

consideration. If you disagree with the decision, you will be provided with
information on how to lodge an appeal.
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Organisations involved

Applicant Stellenbosch Municipality

Independent EAP
Catherine Smith from AECOM 
SA (Pty)Ltd

Environmental
Authority

Western Cape Department of 
Environmental Affairs and 
Development Planning

Water Use Authority
Berg – Olifants Proto 
Catchment Management 
Agency

Submit Final BAR and 
Draft EMPr  to DEADP

Decision by DEADP and 
notification of Environmental Authorisation

* Notification Letters, BID and Newspaper 
Advert  of Proposed Application

Submission of the 
Application Form to DEADP

Public Notification

Public Review of 
Draft BA Report

(30 days)

Place Draft Basic Assessment Report for Public 
Review

Stellenbosch Municipality is undertaking planning and infrastructure provision for the
establishment of the Project. The proposed project is aligned to the Stellenbosch
Municipality’s Integrated Development Plan (IDP) and is in support of housing and
development schemes over the next couple of years.

The proposed Project entails the construction of:

• New 11 mega litre (Mℓ) maximum Kayamandi Northern Reservoir 

• New 75 litres per second (ℓ/s) pump station at the existing Papegaaiberg Reservoir;

• Pipeline approximately 3.2 km from the new pump station at Papegaaiberg Reservoir to 
the new Kayamandi Northern Reservoir;

• 8 ℓ/s pump station with associated pipework to serve area S82 (also known as Azania or 
Wartergang), with approximate pumping head of 45 m; 

• 560 m pipeline from the new Kayamandi Northern reservoir to Azania/Watergang along 
same route as 3.2km rising main

• Associated infrastructure such as valve chambers, flow meters, etc. 

The listed activities that have been evaluated against the project design and location in the
documents reviewed and found to be potentially applicable to the project:

• Listing Notice 1 (Activities, 12 and 19) and Listing Notice 3 (Activities 12 and 14) of the 
EIA Regulations (2014), as amended: 

• Section 21 (c) and (i) of the NWA: (c) impeding or diverting the flow of water in a 
watercourse and (i) altering the beds, banks, course or characteristics of a watercourse.

Specialist studies

The following specialist 
study will be undertaken as 
part of the BA Process:

• Freshwater Study & Risk 
Assessment

• Heritage Screening stud

• Botanical Impact 
Assessment

Pre-Application 
Public Participation 

Period
(30 days)
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