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Dear Ms Mashau 
 
RE: Proposed Kayamandi Northern Extension Project: Water supply pump stations, 
pipelines and a 10ML reservoir – Draft Basic Assessment Report. 
DEA&DP Ref: 16/3/3/6/7/1/B4/22/1412/19 
 
CapeNature would like to thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft Basic 
Assessment Report (DBAR) and wish to make the following comments: 
 

1. A portion of the proposed pipeline as well as the pump station is located within the 
Papegaaiberg Nature Reserve managed by Stellenbosch Municipality as well as some 
other areas which still support natural vegetation. The vegetation that will be impacted 
by the project comprises Critically Endangered Swartland Shale Renosterveld and 
Endangered Swartland Granite Renosterveld (NBA 2018). It should be noted that 
although the status of Swartland Granite Renosterveld has changed from 2011 to 2018 
this is due to the use of different criteria in the 2018 assessment. Both of these 
vegetation types remain well below their conservation targets and both have almost no 
formal protection and therefore any sites supporting these vegetation types are of high 
conservation importance. 
 

2. Generally, CapeNature does not support any activities that will result in the loss of 
Critically Endangered or Endangered vegetation, Critical Biodiversity Areas and Nature 
Reserves. However, in this case the proposed infrastructure is considered essential, 
and there are no other route alternatives. 
 

3. The main mitigation measures with regards to reducing the impact on natural habitat 
(terrestrial and wetland) to an acceptable level is to minimise the disturbance footprint 
and to fully rehabilitate areas that were disturbed as a result of construction activities. 
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With regard to minimising the footprint, we note that existing roads will be used, 
however, a 20m corridor does seem quite excessive – is it not possible to reduce the 
width of the required corridor? Site camps, pump stations and the new reservoir should 
be placed on previously disturbed areas. 
 

4. With regard to rehabilitation, the DBAR and Environmental Management Plan (EMPr) 
contain very little detail with regards to rehabilitation. There is also no mention of 
wetland rehabilitation other than the statement that a rehabilitation plan must be drawn 
up. Although the EMPr lists a method statement for rehabilitation (Table 6.1) and has 
some requirements for vegetation management (Section 11.1 and Table 11.5), a 
detailed rehabilitation plan that has had input from both botanical and wetland 
specialists needs to be drawn up as part of this application process. Passive 
rehabilitation on its own is unlikely to be successful and the botanical specialist should 
consider active rehabilitation methods such as seeding, especially if the disturbed 
areas do not start to revegetate with indigenous vegetation within 3 months after 
construction is completed. Erosion control and alien clearing must occur concurrently 
with the construction activities and be monitored during the operational phase of the 
project. 

 
CapeNature reserves the right to revise initial comments and request further information 
based on any additional information that may be received. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Alana Duffell-Canham 


