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REFERENCE:  16/3/3/1/B4/22/1070/20 
DATE:      4/2/2021 
 
The Municipal Manager 
Stellenbosch Muncipality 
PO Box 17 
STELLENBOSCH 
7600 
 
 
Attention: Mr Adriaan Kurtz/ Mr Esias de Jager 
   

                   Tel: (021) 808 8221/8212 
                                                                                        Email: Adriaan.kurtz@stellenbosch.gov.za 
          Esias.deJager@stellenbosch.gov.za 
 
Dear Sir 
  
COMMENT ON THE DRAFT BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT (“DBAR”) FOR THE PROPOSED KAYAMANDI 
NORTHERN EXTENSION WATER SUPPLY PUMP STATIONS, PIPELINES AND A 10ML RESERVOIR, 
STELLENBOSCH 
 
1. The electronic copy of the above-mentioned document dated December 2020, as received by the 

Department on 11 December 2020 and this Department’s correspondence dated 15 December 2020, 
refer. 

 
2. Please find herewith the Department’s comment on the DBAR: 

 
2.1 The Department notes that a portion of project includes a section that traverses an unchanneled 

valley bottom wetland and the Papegaaiberg Nature Reserve. Comment from CapeNature with 
regards to the biodiversity related impacts of the proposed development and the findings of 
specialist studies must be obtained addressed in the BAR. 

 
2.2 In light of the fact that Activity 19 of Listing Notice 1 is triggered, it is recommended that a 

Maintenance Management Plan (“MMP”) forms a component of the Environmental Management 
Programme (“EMPr”). Should this Department agree to the MMP, future maintenance work 
specified within the MMP would not require an Environmental Authorisation prior to the undertaking 
of such future maintenance activities. The Department encourages the inclusion of a MMP for 
applications that involve work within watercourses. 

 
2.3 The electronic correspondence from the Department of Water and Sanitation (“DWS”) dated 5 

February 2020 confirms that an application for the registration of water uses authorised in terms of 
a General Authorisation can be submitted for the proposed development. Proof of submission of 
the aforementioned application to the DWS must be included in the BAR.  
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2.4 The Social Impact Assessment dated August 2020 and compiled by SRK Consulting recommends 
the implementation of a Resettlement Action Plan and a Livelihoods Restoration Plan to address 
the impacts associated with the displacement of households and the loss of assets due to the 
removal of other informal structures , a medicinal and food garden and market stalls located in the 
pipeline corridor. The progress with respect to the development and implementation of these plans 
must be reported on in the BAR. 
 

2.5 The draft BAR does not refer to the amended Listing Notices and must be rectified throughout the 
report. 
 

2.6 The specialist recommendations must be included within the relevant sections of the EMPr. 
 

2.7 A comprehensive Comments and Response Report that includes all the comments received and 
the responses thereto must be included in the BAR. In addition, please ensure that copies of all the 
comments received are attached to the BAR. 

 
2.8 Proof of compliance with all the public participation steps undertaken, as required in terms of the 

accepted Public Participation Plan and Regulation 41 of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014 (as 
amended) must be included in the BAR. 

 
2.9 In terms of Regulation 34 of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014 (as amended), the holder must 

conduct environmental audits to determine compliance with the conditions of the Environmental 
Authorisation and the EMPr and submit Environmental Audit Reports to the Competent Authority. 
The Audit Report must be prepared by an independent person and must contain all the information 
required in Appendix 7 of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014 (as amended). Please advise what the 
estimated duration of the construction phase will be. In addition, you are required to recommend 
and motivate the frequency at which the environmental audits must be conducted by an 
independent person.  

 
2.10 Please be advised that an original signed and dated applicant declaration is required to be 

submitted with the BAR to this Department for decision-making. It is important to note that by signing 
this declaration, the applicant is confirming that they are aware and have taken cognisance of 
the contents of the report submitted for decision-making. Furthermore, through signing this 
declaration, the applicant is making a commitment that they are both willing and able to 
implement the necessary mitigation, management and monitoring measures recommended 
within the report with respect to this application. 

 
2.11 In addition to the above, please ensure that original signed and dated EAP and specialist 

declarations are also submitted with the BAR for decision-making. 
 

2.12 Please note that omission of any required information in terms of Appendices 1 & 4 of EIA 
Regulations, 2014 (as amended) with respect to the final submission to the Department of the BAR 
and EMPr. 

 
3. Kindly quote the above-mentioned reference number in any future correspondence in respect of this 

application. 
 

4. Please note that it is an offence in terms of Section 49A(1)(a) of the NEMA for a person to commence 
with a listed activity unless the Competent Authority has granted an Environmental Authorisation for the 
undertaking of the activity. Failure to comply with the requirements of Section 24F of the NEMA will result 
in the matter being referred to the Environmental Compliance and Enforcement Directorate of this 
Department. A person convicted of an offence in terms of the above is liable to a fine not exceeding 
R10 million or to imprisonment for a period not exceeding 10 years, or to both such fine and 
imprisonment. 
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5. This Department reserves the right to revise or withdraw any comments or request further information  
from you based on any information received. 
 

 
Yours faithfully 
 

 

HEAD OF COMPONENT 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT MANAGEMENT SERVICES: REGION 1 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL AND DEVELOPMENT PLANNING 

       Cc: (1) Catherine Smith (AECOM (Pty) Ltd)                Email: catherine.smith@aecom.com 
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